Addenda I

MIAMI-DADE COUNTY HOMELESS TRUST

REQUEST FOR APPLICATIONS FOR
PRIMARY CARE & STATE RFA
The Homeless Trust is issuing a competitive solicitation in order to renew and create new housing and service opportunities benefiting the homeless. Funding made available through this solicitation includes the local Food and Beverage (F&B) Tax and Unified Funding Agreement dollars allocated to the Homeless Trust by the Florida Department of Children and Families (DCF). 
A PRE-APPLICATION WORKSHOP FOR INTERESTED RESPONDENTS WILL BE HELD Tuesday, May 31, 2022 at 1:00 p.m. via Zoom at: 

https://miamidade.zoom.us/j/82119245780?pwd=OkM1yf75LQQbQ1DihJDjhZ4JCFIp1K.1 
Meeting ID: 821 1924 5780

Passcode: 899055

Dial by your location:         +1 786 635 1003 US (Miami)

Attendance at the Pre-Application Workshop is strongly recommended. 

We invite existing providers and the public to review this RFA to determine whether this might be a viable funding opportunity. 

Renewal and new project responses to this RFA must be emailed to Manuel.Sarria@miamidade.gov no later than 5:00 p.m. eastern standard time on Monday, June 20, 2022. NO EXCEPTIONS WILL BE MADE TO THE 5:00 P.M. DEADLINE. Mr. Sarria will reply to your email with the application materials to confirm receipt of application responses. Submitting and collecting a delivery receipt for responses to this proposal, to the correct contact person, on or before the stated time and date, will be solely and strictly the responsibility of the respondent. The County in no way will be responsible for delays caused by electronic communications or any other occurrence. Proposals may not be mailed, hand delivered or faxed.

Manny Sarria

Miami-Dade County

Homeless trust

 (305)546-4427 cell phone

Manuel.Sarria@miamidade.gov
THIS PROPOSAL IS SUBJECT TO THE CONE OF SILENCE, ORDINANCE 98-106.

Please contact the Homeless Trust if the Request for Application document is required in an alternative format or language. Miami-Dade County is not liable for any cost incurred by the applicant in responding to the Request for Applications, and we reserve the right to modify or amend the application deadline schedule if it is deemed necessary or in the interest of Miami-Dade County.  Miami-Dade County also reserves the right to accept or reject any and all applications, to waive technicalities or irregularities, and to accept applications that are in the best interest of Miami-Dade County.  Miami-Dade County provides equal access and opportunity in employment and services and does not discriminate on the basis of age, gender, race or disability.  

I.

BACKGROUND/PURPOSE
The Miami-Dade County Homeless Trust is the lead agency for Miami-Dade County’s homeless Continuum of Care (CoC) and is tasked by the Miami-Dade Board of County Commissioners with overseeing the use of a 1%  Food and Beverage Tax, as well as other local, state and federal funds, dedicated to serving individuals who are homeless or at-risk of homelessness.  The Trust is also charged with planning, coordinating, implementing and overseeing policies and programs that align with the Miami-Dade County Community Homeless Plan: Priority Home ("the Plan") which can be found at https://www.homelesstrust.org/resources-homeless/library/providers/governance-and-plan/2021-mdc-homeless-plan.pdf. The Plan for the CoC has goals, implementation and performance measures, policy and program priorities and strategies designed to serve and meet the unique needs of homeless and at-risk persons in Miami-Dade County.  

Access to the Continuum of Care system is critical to serving homeless households.  The local Coordinated Entry (CE) process begins with Street Outreach (SO) teams and other designated Access Points for youth and persons fleeing domestic violence. Access Points include social service professionals who are trained to engage and offer services to persons who do not have a fixed, regular or adequate nighttime residence, including individuals and families whose primary nighttime residence is a place not meant for human habitation (i.e. street, car, park, abandoned building). CE staff perform initial assessments, and when able to verify homelessness, make referrals to housing, most often crisis housing, also known as Emergency Shelter (ES). Designated Access Points, some of which specialize in serving sub-populations such as youth and survivors of domestic violence, assess and triage homeless households and refer to crisis or other housing, as appropriate, and/or to services, as needed.  Clients are assessed for vulnerability using CoC-approved assessment tools.  Those assessments, combined with length of time homeless, are used to determine the needs of the individuals and families seeking services and allow for an appropriate referral to housing and/or services. The CoC’s CE process is designed to ensure access to Permanent Housing (PH) is based on need given the scarcity of resources.  PH includes both Rapid Rehousing (RRH), which is short- to medium-term rental assistance, and Permanent Supportive Housing (PSH), which is non-time limited housing with wrap-around supportive services for disabled, homeless households.
CE staff may also provide information on available resources by phone via the Homeless Helpline and can oftentimes divert or offer homeless prevention services to prevent an individual and/or family from entering the homeless system.  
Solicited Activities
Through this solicitation, the Miami-Dade County Homeless Trust (Homeless Trust), is requesting applications to renew existing or apply for new housing and services for persons at-risk of or experiencing homelessness. The total amount of funding available through this RFA is $10,170,884. This solicitation makes available Food and Beverage funded housing and services and activities within the State of Florida Department of Children and Families’ Unified Funding Agreement to include Homeless Prevention, Support Services to enhance the Coordinated Entry System inclusive of Street Outreach, discharge planning, Emergency Shelter, and Permanent Supportive Housing benefiting persons experiencing homelessness. Funding being sought as part of this solicitation is contingent on the performance of the Food and Beverage Tax and the Homeless Trust being awarded state funds. The Request for Applications package will be available on the Homeless Trust’s website at https://www.homelesstrust.org/homeless-trust/providers/home.page on the Other Solicitations tab.  
Respondents must agree to subscribe to the Housing First approach to quickly and successfully connect individuals and families experiencing homelessness to permanent housing without preconditions and barriers to entry, such as sobriety, treatment or service participation requirements. Services are offered to maximize housing stability and prevent returns to homelessness as opposed to addressing predetermined treatment goals prior to permanent housing entry. The Core Components of Housing First include 1) Few to no programmatic prerequisites to obtain services and housing at entry means no programmatic preconditions such as demonstration of sobriety, completion of alcohol or drug treatment, or agreeing to comply with a treatment regimen upon entry into the program; 2) Low barrier admission policies means screening does not exclude persons with no or very low income, poor rental history and past evictions, or criminal histories; 3) Rapid and streamlined entry into housing means models make efforts to help people experiencing homelessness move into permanent housing as quickly as possible, streamlining application and approval processes, and reducing wait times; 4) Support services, with the exception of monthly Case Management contacts, are voluntary, but can and should be used to persistently engage tenants to ensure housing stability; 5) Tenants have full rights, responsibilities, and legal protections meaning tenants are educated about their lease terms, given access to legal assistance, and encouraged to exercise their full legal rights and responsibilities; 6)  Practices and policies to prevent lease violations and evictions suggests Housing First should incorporate practices and policies that prevent lease violations and evictions among tenants [i.e. not evicting tenants as result of alcohol or drug use, unless such use results in disturbances to neighbors or is associated with illegal activity. 

Please read the project descriptions below and section IV. Threshold Requirements when responding to the solicitation to ensure responsiveness. This competitive solicitation will rely heavily on system performance measures and price to rank program responses from existing Street Outreach (SO), Emergency Shelter (ES) and Permanent Housing (PH) providers who participate in the Homeless Management Information System (HMIS). Measures that will be weighed in the scoring include 1) Percentage of exits to permanent destinations from ES or exits to permanent destinations and Housing Retention for PH, or positive exits from SO 2) length of time between entry and move-in date for PH, 3) increase total client income at exit for ES and PH, 4) percentage of persons with two or more disabilities for SO, ES and PH, and 5) price. Bonus points will be awarded to providers who can demonstrate:

· they use HUD’s System Performance Measures 1. Change in the average length of time persons are homeless; 4. Employment and Income growth; and/or 7. Successful placement of persons served into positive destinations, to evaluate their employees
· they offer flexibility to provide evening and weekend services as part of Coordinated Entry
· they utilize Certified Peer Specialists 
· steps and strategies to promote racial equity
For more information on HUD’s System Performance Measures visit: https://www.hudexchange.info/programs/coc/system-performance-measures/#guidance 
A. Primary Care

Street Outreach formerly MOA Discharge Planning $340,000

The county is seeking applicants to provide county-wide Street Outreach (SO) pursuant to the Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) between institutions that discharge persons into homelessness and the county. Predominantly, but not limited to jails, hospitals inclusive of detox and crisis units, and the courts. Applicants must have evening and weekend coverage. Respondents must agree to use the Homeless Management Information System (HMIS) workflow for SO which includes creating a client profile in HMIS; recording contacts at least once every 90 calendar days for persons who refuse services; entering an engagement date when unsheltered persons agree to accept services, entering the client onto the appropriate HMIS project and completing all the universal data elements; and, for clients who agree to housing but refuse shelter, completing the appropriate VI-SPDAT vulnerability tool in HMIS. Bonus points will be provided to respondents who have a plan to utilize Certified Peer Specialists as part of their proposal. Please read section IV. Threshold Requirements when responding to the solicitation to ensure responsiveness.   

Specialized Street Outreach $1,200,000

The county is seeking applicants to provide county-wide Specialized Street Outreach. The Specialized Street Outreach available through this RFA must embrace Housing First, a low barrier housing model for serving persons experiencing homelessness. Applicants must use HMIS workflow for SO which includes creating a client profile in HMIS; recording contacts at least once every 90 calendar days for persons who refuse shelter; entering an engagement date when unsheltered persons agree to accept services, entering the client onto the appropriate HMIS project and completing all the universal data elements; and completing the appropriate VI-SPDAT vulnerability tool in HMIS. Specialized Street Outreach teams are required to hire behavioral health professionals, which may include Certified Peer Specialists, who are trained in evidenced based practices such as Motivational Interviewing, Trauma Informed Care and pre-Critical Time Intervention (pre-CTI). Preference will be given to teams who can provide a “whole-patient” approach either directly or through an agreement(s) with a third party(ies) to provide Medicated Assisted Treatment (MAT) or Out-patient Assisted Treatment (OAT) commonly used to treat Substance Abuse/Opioid Disorders and/or Psychiatric and behavioral interventions designed to treat persons with severe mental illness. The respondent is expected to use Pre-Critical Time Intervention (CTI) to facilitate transitioning into permanent housing. Pre-CTI utilized by the respondent must involve following the client who accepts shelter or providing the necessary supports to someone who refuses shelter, until permanent housing is achieved. It is recommended that Case Managers utilizing pre-CTI maintain a caseload of 18-20 clients. The respondent must demonstrate proof their staff have been trained in pre-CTI or explain how they intend to train staff who form part of this solicitation. If the respondent is providing services as part of a sub-contract or other agreement with a third party, respondents will be expected to provide letters of support or letters of collaboration from funding sources and other agencies that enhance the work they do. Bonus points will be provided to respondents who have a plan to utilize Certified Peer Specialists as part of their proposal. Please read section IV. Threshold Requirements when responding to the solicitation to ensure responsiveness.   

Respondents should consider incorporating principles of a successful engagement in their proposals, these include 1) Meet persons with behavioral health needs where they are, including physical location at encampments; 2) Recognition that behavioral health needs are a health condition, opposed to moral failing of the addicted person; 3) Providing access to out-patient medication for persons who refuse residential treatment, or coordinating referrals and navigation of community-based services and CoC programs as a best practice; 4) Strategy should connect persons to focused, coordinated mobile services developed to meet the needs of unsheltered persons with behavioral health needs (MAT, medical care, mental health, mobile crisis); 5) Services and resources must be brought on-site into the encampments on a scheduled, consistent basis, along with on-call crisis mobile team; 6) 
Strategy must have a harm reduction orientation and be trauma-informed and person-centered; 7) 
Services and resources promised can be timely delivered; 8) Recognition that this a long-term engagement process; and 8) Geocoding of encampments with concentration of persons with behavioral health should be used to coordinate and direct services and resources. 

Emergency Shelter (ES) $5,018,208
Emergency Shelter (ES) is any facility whose primary purpose is to provide temporary shelter for persons experiencing homelessness who have been referred by a CoC-funded SO team or designated Access Point. The ES available through this RFA must embrace Housing First, a low barrier housing model for serving persons experiencing homelessness. ES providers should encourage vaccination, masking and social distancing but may not require clients be vaccinated in order to gain access to or be allowed to stay in shelter. ES should be housing focused and assist clients in developing a housing plan, collect required documentation for PH, perform housing navigation to support clients referred to PH through the CoC Orders of Priority for Referral and CE Standards of Care. ES providers must use the HMIS system administered by the Homeless Trust to record client admissions, collect universal data elements with data quality, complete VI-SPDAT vulnerability tool, record changes in household income, and record exits and client destinations. ES respondents to this RFA will be asked to select the bed type using four (4) HUD subpopulations 1) households with children, 2) households without children, 3) unaccompanied youth (ages 18-24), or 4) parenting youth (head of household age 18-24). ES respondents must have at least 1 FTE Housing Navigator in their proposal. Bonus points will be provided to respondents that include Certified Peer Specialists in their proposal as a budget line item, match or leveraging. The respondent must demonstrate proof their staff have been trained in pre-CTI or explain how they intend to train staff who form part of this solicitation. Please read section IV. Threshold Requirements when responding to the solicitation to ensure responsiveness.    

If F&B Tax projections are revised by Miami-Dade County’s Office of Management and Budget, the Homeless Trust may exercise its right to purchase additional ES beds not awarded as part of this competitive solicitation. The Homeless Trust will use the rate negotiated through this RFA to add additional beds for the homeless sub-populations outlined in the RFA (households with children, households without children, unaccompanied youth, parenting youth), as needed, with successful respondents. Respondents who met threshold requirements but are not selected as part of this solicitation may also be considered for future expansion of ES beds once successful respondents no longer have capacity in their facilities. 
During the last Primary Care solicitation for ES projects, bonus points were awarded to providers who converted ES beds into non-time limited, bridge permanent supportive housing for high-need populations. Those beds can be renewed under this section of the RFA.  
Through this solicitation the amount available for Emergency Shelter (ES) is as follows: 

· for Households 25 and older without Children is $3,176,271
· for Households 25 and older with Children $1,515,747
· for Unaccompanied Youth Households $171,595
· for Parenting Youth Households $154,595
Renewal Permanent Supportive Housing (PSH) $1,497,594
The Permanent Supportive Housing available through this RFA must embrace Housing First, a low barrier housing model for serving persons experiencing chronic homelessness. These programs must participate in the CoC’s coordinated referral process, accepting referrals exclusively from the Homeless Trust’s Housing Coordinator via HMIS. Participants referred to PSH must enter a one (1) year lease and re-certify income annually. PSH programs must be able to provide voluntary, comprehensive support services, and cannot require treatment as a condition of receiving rental assistance. Support Services may include but are not limited to a psychiatrist, behavioral health staff, a nurse, supportive employment staff, childcare, a housing specialist, and/or a Peer Specialist. A case manager is required to provide a minimum of monthly client contacts and their caseloads should not exceed 40 clients. The respondent must demonstrate proof their staff have been trained in CTI or explain how they intend to train staff who form part of this solicitation. Please read section IV. Threshold Requirements when responding to the solicitation to ensure responsiveness. Bonus points will be provided to respondents who have a plan to utilize Certified Peer Specialists as part of their proposal. 

Funding for renewal PSH remains flat. Providers may choose to adjust their PSH program budget to meet current rental and support services costs. Providers renewing more than one PSH program may also choose to submit one consolidated application. Through this solicitation the amount available for Permanent Supportive Housing (PSH) is as follows: 

Programs currently operated by Camillus House, Inc.

· Bethesda $199,186

· St. Johns $548,408

Program currently operated by Citrus Health Network, Inc.

· Kolapi II $750,000

New Permanent Supportive Housing – Krome Operations $1,350,000
The County is making $1,350,000 in new funding available to operate Permanent Supportive Housing for persons experiencing homelessness at the former South Florida Evaluation and Treatment Center (SFETC) Annex a/k/a DJJ Krome Facility at 18055 SW 12th Street. This facility will allow the CoC to address system gaps and serve persons with special needs, including the re-entry population. The site currently includes 112 beds, with the possibility of expansion. Permanent Supportive Housing available through this RFA must embrace Housing First, a low barrier housing model for serving persons experiencing chronic homelessness. These programs must participate in the CoC’s coordinated referral process, accepting referrals exclusively from the Homeless Trust’s Housing Coordinator via HMIS. Participants referred to PSH must enter a one (1) year lease and re-certify income annually. PSH programs must be able to provide voluntary, comprehensive support services, and cannot require treatment as a condition of receiving rental assistance. Support services may include but are not limited to a psychiatrist, behavioral health staff, a nurse, supportive employment staff, a housing specialist or a Peer Specialist. A case manager is required to provide a minimum of monthly client contacts and their caseload should not exceed 40 clients. The respondent must demonstrate proof that staff has been trained in CTI or explain how they intend to train staff who form part of this solicitation. Bonus points will be provided to respondents who have a plan to utilize Certified Peer Specialists as part of their proposal. Please read section IV. Threshold Requirements when responding to the solicitation to ensure responsiveness.      
We ask that respondents who wish to operate the facility submit a Letter of Intent (LOI) to Manuel.Sarria@miamidade.gov by close of business on June 6, 2022.   We are asking for LOI’s in order to share confidential facility plans with interested stakeholders and schedule a facility tour. 

B. Florida Department of Children and Families (DCF)
Emergency Solutions Grant (ESG) Homeless Prevention $200,000
The Emergency Solutions Grant (ESG) Program is a federally funded program awarded to the State of Florida through the Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD). The ESG program is designed as the first step in a continuum of assistance that addresses homelessness and enables the homeless population to move steadily toward independent living. While the state allows six activities under ESG, the Homeless Trust is exclusively looking for proposals seeking funding for Homeless Prevention for families/individuals at risk of becoming homeless. 

Respondents offering Homeless Prevention (HP) may provide rent in arears or short to medium-term rental assistance to prevent someone from becoming homeless. The Homeless Prevention component will work with Camillus House’s helpline staff to serve persons at high risk of entering homelessness. Eligible activities include rental assistance, utility and security deposits, assistance with storage, inspections, moving costs, program administration, and case coordination. The funding request may not exceed $200,000 annually.  A three-year grant term will be sought. Final awards will be subject to the state’s funding allocation. The Homeless Trust will provide the one hundred percent (100%) match for the ESG program through F&B.  

The Homeless Trust must ensure that written standards for each service component performed are completed in accordance with 24 C.F.R. § 576.400(e) and the CoC Standards of Care. The respondent must demonstrate proof their staff have been trained in CTI or explain how they intend to train staff who form part of this solicitation.  

Challenge Grant PLUS $518,500
The county is providing $473,500 between October 1, 2022 and June 30, 2023 and $518,500 for the subsequent two renewal periods to run from July 1, 2023 – June 30, 2025 to provide stand-alone Support Services Only (SSO) to support persons calling the helpline who are at imminent risk of homelessness, as well as unsheltered persons referred by the City of Miami through the helpline (option five) who could not be connected to shelter (activities a. & f. outlined below). This allocation combines $220,000 previously budgeted for Homeless Prevention helpline support and a new $150,000 of F&B funding with $148,500 from the state Challenge Grant to create a comprehensive response to persons seeking assistance through the helpline. Respondents will be expected to provide Case Management and train staff and implement best practices such as Diversion, Motivational Interviewing, Trauma Informed Care and pre-CTI. Respondents must use HMIS to complete assessments, write progress notes, document encounters, upload client documentation and make referrals. 
The Homeless Trust will be working with the City of Miami Homeless Outreach Team to implement the workflow outlined below, which will ask helpline staff to send potential referrals to other community resources, when shelter or immediate outreach engagement is not available:
a. Refer persons at imminent risk of homelessness to helpline option one. This will include persons with a notice from the landlord of late payment or requesting lease termination, people living in a property that has been deemed inhabitable by the proper authorities, couch surfing youth, doubled up families, families in overcrowded units (more than 2 people per room), people paying for hotel out of pocket or someone in treatment for Emergency Rental Assistance, Eviction Prevention or Homeless Prevention
b. Refer persons fleeing domestic violence, stalking, dating violence, sexual assault, and human/sex trafficking victims to helpline option two or the Coordinated Victims Assistance Center
c. Refer veterans to helpline option three for referred to Miami-Dade Veterans Affairs Medical Center (VAMC) Homeless Programs for screening and assistance
d. Refer unsheltered persons who are sleeping in Miami Beach to helpline option four for connection to the City of Miami Beach Homeless Outreach Team
e. Refer families seeking shelter to Chapman Case Management for Diversion screening ahead of placement in hotel or shelter

f. Refer (via HMIS) unsheltered persons who could not be connected to crisis housing, to the successful respondent, to receive:

i. A comprehensive CES assessment, including but not limited to the collection of all Universal Data Elements and the VI-SPDAT in HMIS 
ii. HMIS referral to Specialized Street Outreach for unsheltered persons with Serious Mental Illness or active alcohol or substance abuse

iii. Case Management services focused on housing goals provided using pre-CTI with caseloads not to exceed 20 households per FTE
iv. Intensive housing-focused case management/housing navigation with the goal of immediate access to permanent housing, or crisis housing as a bridge, when permanent housing is not accessible or immediately available
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Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) Homeless Prevention $46,582

In 2013, the Florida Legislature created Temporary Assistance for Needy Families, a Homelessness Prevention Grant program to provide emergency financial assistance to families facing the loss of their current housing due to a financial or other crisis. The Office on Homelessness is authorized to provide homeless prevention grants annually to the lead agencies designated for the local homeless assistance Continuums of Care in the state.  The intent of the program is to assist families to prevent them from becoming homeless, and to enable them to remain stably housed following the assistance provided.

100% of the TANF application shall be available to fund new Prevention. Funding requests should not exceed $46,582.00 annually.  A three-year grant term will be sought; awards will be subject to the state’s funding allocation. The respondent must demonstrate proof their staff have been trained in CTI or explain how they intend to train staff who form part of this solicitation.  
The County is asking that all respondents make services for DCF funded grants available on August 1, 2022, and Primary Care on October 1, 2022. 

The Trust has enacted the Miami-Dade County Homeless Trust Standards of Care which can be found online at http://homelesstrust.org/providers.asp#Standards.  All successful applicants are required to comply, at a minimum, with the Standards of Care as to the housing and services being proposed.  All applications must demonstrate the extent to which they support the goals of the local Miami-Dade County Community Homeless Plan: Priority Home, and meet the priorities identified in this RFA.  All applicants will be required to participate in the Trust’s HMIS system and Coordinated Entry Process and comply with established referral policies and procedures. 
II.

TIMELINE FOR DEVELOPMENT OF THE CONSOLIDATED APPLICATION

The timeline for this RFA process is as follows:
	RFA Applications Available & Pre-Application Workshop 

Via Zoom


	1:00 pm

Tuesday, May 31, 2022

	Deadline for Submittal of Written Questions - RFA


	5:00 pm 

Monday, June 13, 2022

	Response to Written Questions - RFA


	5:00 pm 

Tuesday, June 14, 2022

	Deadline for Submission of RFA Applications 

Email to Manuel.Sarria@miamidade.gov
	5:00 pm (no exceptions) 

Monday, June 20, 2022

	Responsiveness Review of Application
	Tuesday, June 21, 2022

	Selection Committees Review of RFA Applications (on their own) 
	June 22, 2022 - June 28, 2022

	Selection Committee final scoring 

& opportunity for oral presentations from applicants

111 NW 1st Street, 18th floor, Miami, FL

Conference Room 18-3
	9:00 am to 5:00 pm

Wednesday, June 29, 2022

	Notification to applicants regarding recommendations 
	5:00 pm

Wednesday, June 29, 2022

	Deadline for appeals
	5:00 pm

Tuesday, July 5, 2022

	Miami-Dade County Homeless Trust Board 
Approves Recommendations of applications submitted in response to RFA

111 NW 1st Street, 2nd floor, Commission Chambers, Miami, Florida 33128
	10:30 am
Friday, July 29, 2022


Miami-Dade County reserves the right to modify this schedule if necessary and in the best interest of the County.

III.
RFA PRE-APPLICATION/TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE WORKSHOP
An RFA Pre-Application Workshop will be held when via Zoom at: 

https://miamidade.zoom.us/j/82119245780?pwd=OkM1yf75LQQbQ1DihJDjhZ4JCFIp1K.1 on your web browser or dial 1(786)635-1003, meeting ID: 821 1924 5780 and passcode: 899055. Attendance at the Pre-Application Workshop is not required but is strongly recommended.  If you need assistance, please come to this workshop with your questions. We encourage you to read this RFA document prior to the workshop.
We invite for profit, non-profit and government providers of social services to review and respond to this RFA. 
Please note that any additional questions that proposers may have after the workshop has concluded must be submitted in writing to the designated contact person below by no later than 5:00 p.m. on Friday, November 5, 2018.  Questions may be submitted via email to Manuel.Sarria@miamidade.gov. 
The contact person for all inquiries relating to this RFA is Manny Sarria, Asst. Executive Director, Miami-Dade County Homeless Trust, Stephen P. Clark Center, 111 N.W. First Street, Suite 2710, Miami, Florida, Manuel.Sarria@miamidade.gov.
A. CONE OF SILENCE

Proposers are hereby advised that this solicitation is subject to the “Cone of Silence”, in accordance with Section 2-11.1(t) of the Code of Miami-Dade County, as may be amended.  From the time of advertising until the County Mayor issues a recommendation, there is a prohibition on communication with the County’s professional staff.  The Cone of Silence does not apply to oral communications at pre-proposal conferences, oral presentations before selection committees, contract negotiations, public presentations made to the Board of County Commissioners during any duly noticed public meeting, communications in writing at any time with any county employee, official or member of the Board of County Commissioners, unless specifically prohibited by applicable RFA documents.  Any questions, explanations or other requests desired by Proposer(s) regarding this RFA must be requested to the Contact Person (see above).  Additionally, a copy of all written communications must be filed with the Clerk of the Board, 111 N.W. 1st St., 17th floor, Suite 17-202, Miami, Florida, 33128-1083 or by email to Clerk.Board@miamidade.gov.  Among other penalties, violation of these provisions by any particular proposer shall render any RFA award to such proposer voidable. Proposers should reference the actual ordinance for further clarification.
The individuals listed below will be available to assist interested applicants regarding the federal and state regulations governing this program and other applicable restrictions and basic technical requirements. 
You may contact the following individuals if you need assistance with the technical requirements of the application. These individuals will not be able to discuss any specific proposal/concept:
· Terrell Thomas-Ellis, Contracts Manager, Homeless Trust, (305) 375-5679

· Manny Sarria, Deputy Director, Homeless Trust, (305) 546-4427
IV.
THRESHOLD REQUIREMENTS

a. Eligible sub-recipients are:

· Government entities, public and private non-profit providers, and for-profit providers.
· Applications in good standing with Miami-Dade County government and HUD, which means that the applicant does not have any unaddressed open monitoring or audit findings, outstanding obligation to Miami-Dade County and/or HUD that is in arrears or for which a payment schedule has not been agreed upon, history of serving ineligible program participants, expending funds on ineligible costs, failing to expend funds within statutorily established timeframes, and/or history of no- or slow expenditure of previously awarded grant funds.

b. All applications must agree to a one (1) year grant term with two, one (1) year renewal terms.

c. Respondents seeking Specialized Street Outreach, Emergency Shelter and Permanent Housing components must provide housing navigation designed to quickly find permanent housing. 
d. Respondents seeking Stand-alone Support Services through the Challenge Grant, Specialized Street Outreach, Emergency Shelter, and Permanent Housing must address the use of evidenced based practices (EBP). Their response must highlight the type of EBP staff is already trained in and plans to train/re-train and supervise staff. Critical Time Intervention or Pre-Critical Time Intervention must be one of the trainings addressed in responses. Critical Time Intervention (CTI) is a time-limited evidence-based practice that mobilizes support for society’s most vulnerable individuals during periods of transition. It facilitates community integration and continuity of care by ensuring that a person has enduring ties to their community and support systems during these critical periods.   

e. Respondents seeking Specialized Street Outreach, Emergency Shelter and Permanent Housing must have a plan in place to provide comprehensive support services to address mental health and substance abuse to be provided either directly by the applicant or documented through a Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) or other agreement with a third party. 
f. Respondents seeking standalone Support Services through the Challenge Grant, Specialized Street Outreach, Emergency Shelter, and Permanent Housing must provide case management as part of support services rendered either directly or under an MOA with a third party. Case Management will provide a connection to mainstream service systems, specifically:
· that services are in place to identify and enroll all Medicaid-eligible program participants and to connect Medicaid-enrolled participants to Medicaid-financed services, including case management, tenancy supports, behavioral health services, or other services important to supporting housing stability. 
· that services are in place to connect participants to mainstream resources, including benefits, health insurance and employment services.  
g. Respondents seeking standalone Support Services through the Challenge Grant must highlight what staff is already trained in Diversion or plans to train/re-train and supervise staff on the use of Diversion.
h. Respondents must agree to enter client data into HMIS, participate in the Point-in-Time (PIT) count, and Housing Inventory Count (HIC) reports.

i. Respondents must agree to provide housing and services consistent with the CoC’s established Standards of Care, as may be amended from time to time.

j. Respondents must participate in the CoC’s Coordinated Entry (CE) process, as may be amended from time to time. 

k. Applications must demonstrate a plan for rapid implementation of the program; the project narrative must document how the project will be ready to begin housing the first program participant by October 1, 2022, for Primary Care grants, or August 1, 2022, for DCF grants.

l. Respondents must submit all the required application documents as instructed in Attachment 1 of this RFA.

m. The total funding request for each project may not exceed what the Homeless Trust allows in the RFA and must be for the activity solicited.

V.
NEEDS PRIORITIES AND PRIORITIZATION OF PROJECTS
Activities proposed must by consistent with the Miami-Dade County’s Community Homeless Plan: Priority Home. The homeless plan is reviewed annually by the Miami-Dade County Continuum of Care (CoC) Sub-Committee. They considered the point-in-time data, level of utilization and performance of different types of housing and services, and the renewal needs for currently funded projects. This process involves input from the community, including surveys of homeless persons and input from homeless providers, as well as public comment meetings, and review and approval by the Homeless Trust Board. All meetings are publicly noticed. 

The Selection Committee reserves the right to recommend funding adjustments – up or down -- of individual project funding requests.  The Selection Committee also has the discretion to deviate from the foregoing process based on the quantity and quality of the proposals submitted, and may reduce funding requests and adjust the maximum funding as deemed necessary.
VI.

CONTENTS OF APPLICATION

Please refer to the RFA Checklist (Attachment 1) for instructions on how to submit your application. Proposals should follow the order and format for the submission of documents as delineated in the checklist. Please read the instructions carefully for those documents that are only required to be submitted with the ORIGINAL copy of a project proposal.

REMINDER: Project applications are due

no later than 5:00 p.m. on

Monday, June 20, 2022.

There are no exceptions to this deadline.
Applications will be submitted via email to Manuel.Sarria@miamidade.gov, no later than 5:00 pm on the due date.  The Application Form (Attachment 2) must be signed by an officer of the agency who is legally authorized to enter into a contractual relationship in the name of the applicant. 

IMPORTANT: A separate application must be submitted for EACH category for which funding is being requested. All applications submitted for DCF proposals must be reviewed and evaluated this year. 

Please refer below to the information that must be provided for project applications.

A. PROJECT APPLICATIONS

The following information must be provided for project requests: please refer to the RFA Checklist (Attachment 1) for a listing of all required documents that must be submitted:
· RFA Checklist.  Please complete the RFA Checklist (Attachment 1) checking off the list of all documents which may be submitted.

· Project Application Form.  Complete one application for each category being solicited. The Application Form (Attachment 2) must include the names and phone numbers for all parties who are authorized to respond to questions during oral presentations. The application form is also a detailed description of the services being proposed by the respondent. 
· Respondents must complete a one-year budget on the template provided as part of this RFA, Attachment 9. Inclusion of indirect costs must be accompanied by the indirect cost rate approved by the cognizant agency. Administrative costs, when applied, cannot exceed 5%. Administrative costs for DCF grants will be split between the subrecipient and the County. Should DCF allow a greater percentage of Administrative costs, the Trust and sub-recipient may elect to modify the proposal budget submitted to DCF on behalf of the County to increase the Administrative budget line item.
· HMIS Annual Progress Report for like or similar CoC-funded projects run between 10/1/2020-9/30/2021, the Trust reserves the right to choose one APR when multiple APRs are provided or run its own APR when the APR provided has an incorrect date range or other deficiency. Providers not using HMIS can submit outcomes from another data reporting system.  Outcome data provided as part of this solicitation must include questions/information associated with number of persons served, average length of time in service, exits to permanent destinations or housing stability for permanent housing projects, increase in total income comparing project entry and exit or at annual assessment, and when available data on returns to homelessness within 24 months of exit to a permanent destination. 
· Agency Financial Information Worksheet. New applicants not currently contracted with the Homeless Trust must provide the Agency Financial Information Worksheet (Attachment 3), which requires information regarding 1) agency’s fiscal year; 2) total agency-wide budget for current fiscal year; 3) total number of programs administered by agency, etc. Agencies that currently receive funding for more than one U.S.HUD grant, and/or have shared project costs (e.g. staff split across programs), must specify in Attachment 3, demonstrating cost allocations across grants. This cost-allocation must be included in the grant application for each project.
· Miami-Dade County Affidavit. New applicants not currently contracted with the Homeless Trust must submit the Miami-Dade County Affidavit (Attachment 5) must be included in the grant application for each project.
· Memoranda of Understanding (MOU)with Other Service Providers.  Whenever applicable, responses that involve subcontracts or a multi-agency collaboration, the lead applicant must provide a formal MOU between the providers performing the proposed activities. 
· All applicants must complete and submit the Acknowledgement of Addenda (Attachment 4).
· New applicants not currently contracting with the Homeless Trust must submit a copy of current Local Business Tax Receipt (formerly the Miami-Dade County Occupational License) for businesses physically located in Miami-Dade County. Contact the Miami-Dade Tax Collector’s Office at www.miamidade.gov/taxcollector or contact: Miami-Dade County Tax Collector’s Office, Local Business Tax Section, 140 West Flagler Street, Room 101, Miami, Florida, 33130. Telephone: (305) 270-4949 Fax: (305) 372-6368. Non-profits may submit the Florida Dept. of Revenue exemption. 

· New applicants not currently contracting with the Homeless Trust must submit copy of Certificate if your company is under one of the following:
a. Corporation

b. Trademarks

c. Limited Partnerships

d. Limited Liability Company

e. Limited Liability & General Partnerships

f. Fictitious Business Name(s), if required
Note: Miami-Dade County will confirm the validity of Certificates with the applicable state authority. For companies located in Florida and registered with the Florida Department of State, Division of Corporations, the company’s Federal Employer Identification Number (FEIN) must be posted on the Florida Division of Corporation’s website. To confirm that your FEIN is posted, visit the State website at www.sunbiz.org Under “Document Search”, press “Inquire by Name” or “Inquire by Federal Employer Identification Number (FEIN)” to produce the corresponding report. If your company’s Federal Employer Identification Number (FEIN) is not posted, contact the Florida Department of State, Division of Corporations and request that your company FEIN be added to your file posted on the web. Requests must be provided on your company’s letterhead and reference the document number assigned when your company was registered. Submit your request via email at corphelp@dos.state.fl.us , or contact the agency at 1-850-245-6052 for additional information.

· New applicants not currently contracting with the Homeless Trust must submit copy of IRS letter 147C, verifying your business name and FEIN or any other preprinted IRS form issued by the IRS identifying your business name and FEIN.

· New applicants not currently contracting with the Homeless Trust must submit a copy of the list of Board of Directors is required for non-profit and for-profit applicants.

· New applicants not currently contracting with the Homeless Trust must submit a copy of your organization’s current audit(s). 
· New applicants not currently contracting with the Homeless Trust must submit the original of one (1) of the following documents that apply to your entity or business. W-9 Request for Taxpayer ID Number and Certification, or one of the following:
a. W-8ECI Form Certificate of Foreign Person’s Claim for Exemption from Withholding onIy income Effectively Connected With the Conduct of a Trade or Business in the United States. Obtain a form and instructions from www.irs.gov

b. W-8BEN Certificate of Foreign Status of Beneficial Owner for United States Tax Withholding. Obtain a form and instructions from www.irs.gov

c. W-8EXP Certificate of Foreign Government or Other Foreign Organization for United States Tax Withholding. Obtain a form and instructions from www.irs.gov
d. W-8IMY Certificate of foreign Intermediary, Foreign, Flow-Through Entity, or Certain U.S. Branches for United States Tax Withholding. Obtain a form and instructions from www.irs.gov
· New project applicants not currently receiving funding from the Miami-Dade County Homeless Trust must complete the Previous Contractual Relationship Review Form (Attachment 6) to demonstrate their performance in non-Trust funded programs.

B. ASSEMBLY INSTRUCTIONS

Please refer to the RFA checklist (Attachment 1) to assist you in assembling the application for submission. In order to ensure that all information is readily and easily available to the Selection Committee for review, it is important that the information be provided as requested. One printed original, must be completed and labelled “Original.” Originals and copies should be bound in sequential order following the order provided in Attachment 1.
C. ATTACHMENTS 

	Attachment 1
	RFA Checklist 

	Attachment 2
	Application Form

	Attachment 3
	Agency Financial Information Worksheet

	Attachment 4
	Acknowledgement of Addenda

	Attachment 5
	Miami-Dade County Required Affidavits

	Attachment 6
	Previous Contractual Relationship Form (Applicants who are not currently 

funded by the Homeless Trust)

	Attachment 7
	Scoring Guidelines (for applicant use only, do not return with application)

	Attachment 8
	Project Scoring Criteria (for applicant use only, do not return with application)

	Attachment 9
	Budget, inclusive of match funding


VII.  INFORMATIONAL ITEMS AND RESOURCES
Informational items can be found on our website at www.homelesstrust.org and resources are being 

emailed to all interested applicants who signed-in at the Pre-application Workshop, or signed for an 

RFA package made available at the Homeless Trust.
VIII.   MATCHING FUNDS/LEVERAGING 
Match and leveraging are not required for the Food and Beverage funded components of this RFA. The components offered through the state have the following match requirements: 

· Challenge Grant has a 25% match requirement 
· ESG has a 100% match requirement
· TANF does not have a match requirement
IX.   OUTCOME/PERFORMANCE MEASUREMENTS 

Program performance and utilization will be considered in the evaluation of applications based on the HMIS Annual Progress Report, or outcome data from another reporting system when HMIS is not available. 

Respondents will be required to perform based on HUD system performance measures.

All funded agencies must have a minimum of 86% of the organization’s total number of beds/units which are reported to HUD for the Miami-Dade CoC through the Housing Inventory Count, populated in the HMIS, whether or not funded by HUD or the Homeless Trust. Maximum points will be awarded for meeting expected performance relating to increasing household income; reducing length of time it takes to permanently house homeless households; achieving positive destinations at time of discharge; and permanent housing retention.
X.
  SELECTION CRITERIA

It is recommended that a committee be appointed to review all new proposals submitted in response to this RFA. The Selection Committees will, on their own, review and score responses as part of this RFA.  The services committee will convene for oral presentations and submit their final scores on June 29, 2022 between 9:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. in conference room 18-3 on the 18th floor of the Stephen P. Clark Center, 111 NW 1st Street, Miami, FL. Someone designated by an authorized agent of the agency seeking funding who is familiar with the application must be present. The Selection Committees may choose to ask questions about project applications during oral presentations. Each provider will be given an opportunity to introduce themselves and respond to Selection Committee questions. 

XI.   OTHER TERMS AND CONDITIONS

A. INSPECTOR GENERAL 

1) Independent Private Sector Inspector General Review
Pursuant to Miami-Dade County Administrative Order 3-20 and in connection with any award issued as a result of this RFA, the County has the right to retain the services of an Independent Private Sector Inspector General ("IPSIG"), whenever the County deems it appropriate to do so.  Upon written notice from the County, the selected applicant shall make available, to the IPSIG retained by the County, all requested records and documentation pertaining to this RFA or any subsequent award, for inspection and copying.  The County will be responsible for the payment of these IPSIG services, and under no circumstance shall the applicant's cost/price for this RFA be inclusive of any charges relating to these IPSIG services.  The terms of this provision herein, apply to the applicant, its officers, agents, employees and assignees.  Nothing contained in this provision shall impair any independent right of the County to conduct, audit or investigate the operations, activities and performance of the selected applicant in connection with this RFA or any contract issued as a result of this RFA.  The terms of this provision are neither intended nor shall they be construed to impose any liability on the County by the selected Applicant or third party.

2) Miami-Dade County Inspector General Review

According to Section 2-1076 of the Code of Miami-Dade County, Miami-Dade County has established the Office of the Inspector General which may, on a random basis, perform audits on all County contracts, throughout the duration of said contracts, except as otherwise provided below.

Exception:  The above application of one quarter (1/4) of one percent fee assessment shall not apply to the following contracts:  (a) IPSIG contracts; (b) contracts for legal services; (c) contracts for financial advisory services; (d) auditing contracts; (e) facility rentals and lease agreements; (f) concessions and other rental agreements; (g) insurance contracts; (h) revenue-generating contracts; (I) contracts where an IPSIG is assigned at the time the contract is approved by the Commission; (j) professional service agreements under $1,000; (k) management agreements; (l) small purchase orders as defined in Miami-Dade County Administrative Order 3-2; (m) federal, state and local government-funded grants; and (n) interlocal agreements.  As such, this RFA IS NOT subject to this provision. Notwithstanding the foregoing, the Miami-Dade County Board of County Commissioners may authorize the inclusion of the fee assessment of one- quarter (1/4) of one percent in any exempted contract at the time of award.

Nothing contained above shall in any way limit the powers of the Inspector General to perform audits on all County contracts including, but not limited to, those contracts specifically exempted above.
B. INDEMNIFICATION AND INSURANCE

Provider shall indemnify and hold harmless the County and its officers, employees, agents and instrumentalities from any and all liability, losses or damages, including attorneys’ fees and costs of defense, which the County or its officers, employees, agents or instrumentalities may incur as a result of claims, demands, suits, causes of actions or proceedings of any kind or nature arising out of, relating to or resulting from the performance of this Agreement by the Provider or its employees, agents, servants, partners principals or subcontractors. Provider shall pay all claims and losses in connection therewith and shall investigate and defend all claims, suits or actions of any kind or nature in the name of the County, where applicable, including appellate proceedings, and shall pay all costs, judgments, and attorney’s fees which may issue thereon. Provider expressly understands and agrees that any insurance protection required by this Agreement or otherwise provided by Provider shall in no way limit the responsibility to indemnify, keep and save harmless and defend the County or its officers, employees, agents and instrumentalities as herein provided.

The vendor shall furnish to the Miami-Dade County Homeless Trust, 111 NW 1st Street, Suite 27-310, Miami, Florida 33128, Certificate(s) of Insurance which indicate that insurance coverage has been obtained which meets the requirements as outlined below. Worker’s Compensation Insurance for all employees of the vendor as required by Florida Statute 440.Public Liability Insurance on a comprehensive basis in an amount not less than $300,000 combined single limit per occurrence for bodily injury and property damage. Miami-Dade County must be shown as an additional insured with respect to this coverage. Automobile Liability Insurance covering all owned, non-owned and hired vehicles used in connection with the work, in an amount not less than $300,000 combined single limit per occurrence for bodily injury and property damage.

All insurance policies required above shall be issued by companies authorized to do business under the laws of the State of Florida, with the following qualifications:

The company must be rated no less than “B” as to management, and no less than “Class V” as to financial strength, by the latest edition of Best’s Insurance Guide, published by A.M. Best Company, Oldwick, New Jersey, or its equivalent, subject to the approval of the County Risk Management Division.

Or The company must hold a valid Florida Certificate of Authority as shown in the latest “List of All Insurance Companies Authorized or Approved to Do Business in Florida” issued by the State of Florida Department of Insurance and are members of the Florida Guaranty Fund.

Certificates will indicate no modification or change in insurance shall be made without thirty (30) days in advance notice to the certificate holder.

C. COUNTY OPTIONS



1. The County may, at its sole and absolute discretion, reject any and all, or parts of any and all, applications; re-advertise this RFA; postpone or cancel, at any time, this RFA process; or waive any irregularities in this RFA or in the applications received as a result of this RFA.  Also, the determination or the criteria and process whereby applications are evaluated, the decision as to who shall receive a contract award, or whether or not an award shall ever be made as a result of this RFA, shall be at the sole and absolute discretion of the County.  



2.  The submittal of an application by an Applicant will be considered by the County as constituting a firm offer by the Proposer to perform the required services at the stated fees.

D. APPLICATIONS OPEN TO PUBLIC

Prospective applicants are hereby notified that all information submitted as part of, or in support of, applications will be available for public inspection in compliance with Chapter 286, Florida Statutes, popularly known as the "Government in the Sunshine Law".

E. CONTRACTING PROCESS

Successful Applicants will be required to submit all documents necessary for contract development (e.g. revised budget(s), scope(s) of service, insurance certificates, affidavits, work plan(s), etc.) within two weeks from receipt of written notice of contract award from the County.

F. REVIEW OF APPLICATIONS

Each application will be reviewed to determine if the application is responsive to the submission requirements outlined in the RFA. A responsive application is one which follows the requirements of the RFA, includes all documentation including electronic copies, is submitted in the format outlined in the RFA and Attachment 1 RFA Checklist, is of timely submission, and has the appropriate signatures as required on each document.  Proposers will be notified of any technical deficiencies with the proposal via an e-mail sent to the official applicant contact person as shown on Attachment 2 of the proposal. A review of responsiveness will document any curable deficiencies. During the cure period, proposers may correct any technical deficiencies identified during staff’s technical review of the proposal with the submission of additional documentation as may be required by the County. Staff will identify all technical deficiencies with each application that may be cured such as providing missing forms or budget elements or properly executed forms. Proposers will be provided a due date to supply all outstanding or missing documentation information via e-mail or in person to the Homeless Trust, Deputy Director, Manny Sarria at Manuel.Sarria@miamidade.gov. Changes to narrative elements of the proposal will not be accepted. A deviation from the terms of this RFA may be cured so long as the deviation is immaterial in that it does not provide the proposer with an unfair competitive advantage. Failure to comply with these requirements may deem your application non-responsive.

G. ADDITIONAL INFORMATION/ADDENDA

Requests for additional information or clarification must be made in writing and received by the County contact person for this RFA no later than the deadline for receipt of questions specified in the RFA timetable.  The request must contain the RFA title, Applicant’s name, address, phone number and e-mail.  The County will issue responses to inquiries and any other corrections or amendments it deems necessary in written addenda issued prior to the Application due date.  Applicants should not rely on any representations, statements or explanations other than those made in this RFA or in any written addendum to this RFA.  Where there appears to be a conflict between the RFA and any addenda issued, the latest addendum issued shall prevail.

It is the Applicant’s responsibility to ensure receipt of all addenda.  The Applicant should verify with the designated contact persons prior to submitting an application that all addenda have been received. Applicants are required to acknowledge the number of addenda received as part of their applications (Attachment 4). Applicants who obtain copies of the RFA from sources other than the Miami-Dade County Homeless Trust risk the potential of not receiving addenda, since their names will not be included on the only list for that particular RFA.  Such applicants are solely responsible for those risks.

Any questions, issue, objection or disagreement concerning, generated by, or arising from the published requirements, terms, conditions or processes contained or described in the solicitation document shall be deemed waived by the protester and shall be rejected as a basis for a bid protest unless it was brought by that bidder or proposer to the attention, in writing, of the contact person of the Homeless Trust, at least two working days (not less than 48 hours) prior to the hour of proposal submission.  The purpose of this requirement is to expedite the procurement process by allowing the issuing department the opportunity to consider, and to resolve or clarify in a timely fashion, through the issuance of a remedial solicitation addendum, if appropriate, any such questions, issue, objection or disagreement, but not limited to ambiguities or inconsistencies within the document.
 
The foregoing notwithstanding, an appeal may not challenge the relative weight of the evaluation criteria or the formula specified for assigning points therefore contained in the request for applications.  
H. ADDITIONAL INFORMATION/REQUIREMENTS
Following the Selection of projects by HUD (and an appropriate environmental clearance, if required), and execution of grant agreements between HUD and the County, the agency will enter into sub-recipient agreements with the County, through the Homeless Trust, for the services and housing proposed.  Selected and funded applicants will be required to, at a minimum:

1) participate in the local Homeless Management Information System (HMIS) for all beds/units funded through this application; 

2) participate in the HMIS at an agency-wide level of no less than 86% of all of the beds/units managed by the applicant and included in the Housing Inventory Checklist submitted to U.S.HUD, even if the beds/units are not funded through the Homeless Trust or U.S.HUD;


provide reports and other documents as may be needed or requested by U.S.HUD;

3) participate in required meetings and/or training sessions;

4) accept referrals only through the Miami-Dade County homeless Continuum of Care centralized outreach/intake process, or a continuum-approved process

5) provide services in accordance with the Miami-Dade County homeless Continuum of Care “Standards of Care”

XII. APPEALS PROCESS
After the qualitative appraisal, rating and ranking evaluation, and oral presentations from applicants, the Evaluation/Selection Committees will report its findings as to the relative merits and recommendations to the County Mayor, Chairman, Applicants, and Clerk of the Board. 
Respondents seeking appeal will be required to document their rationale for appeal on agency letter head, signed by an authorized agent.  Appeal letters need to be couriered, mailed, faxed or emailed to the Homeless Trust Executive Director and received by the deadline for appeal specified in the RFA. Evaluation/Selection Committee recommendations, as well as any Trust Staff Administrative recommendations for renewal and new projects shall be forwarded to the Miami-Dade County Homeless Trust Board who shall, at their duly noticed public meeting on Friday, July 29, 2022 at 10:30 a.m., consider the recommendations of the Evaluation/Selection Committee and Trust staff, and shall make a recommendation as to whether or not to fund new projects recommended through this RFA process, including, but not limited to, directing Trust staff to negotiate any terms (up to and including requesting a “best and final offer”), in order to secure an agreement that serves the best interests of the County. 

The Homeless Trust shall prepare and submit project grant agreements with selected sub-recipients resulting from this RFA, to the County Mayor or Mayor’s Designee who shall, following review and approval by the County Attorney’s Office, execute the sub-recipient agreements. Notwithstanding, the final determination and approval of the federal and state funding is subject to approval by HUD and DCF.  Selection through this RFA for inclusion in the Collaborative Application for funding pursuant to the NOFA solicitations for the Homeless Continuum of Care Program Competition does not guarantee funding from HUD.

Applicants may request information and clarification on the ranking and rating of their proposal 48 hours after the Selection Committee recommendations are made public, as outlined in the timeline of this RFA. Any and all questions regarding the evaluation of the proposals will be considered by the Miami-Dade County Homeless Trust’s Board whose decision will be ratified by the full board for final approval. Selected respondents are required to attend the board meeting.
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